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About  
ESOS

ESOS is designed to promote new investment 
in energy efficiency to boost business 
profitability and competitiveness, as well as 
combat climate change. The government 
estimates net benefit to the UK economy at 
around £1.6 billion between 2015 and 2030. 
Audits must be completed by a qualified 
assessor, and there are penalties for failure  
to comply.

Audits may use consumption data for any 
consecutive 12 month period within each 
ESOS phase and it has to be possible to break 
down consumption data collected by end-use. 
For many enterprises, this will either require 
a sub-metering system or making various 
calculations based on installed loads and 
assumed usage.

For most enterprises, the audit takes up 
considerable time and resource, so it makes 
good sense to act on the findings, even though 
investment in the energy saving measures 
identified is optional. 

ESOS – the Energy Savings Opportunity 
Scheme – is mandatory for large 
organisations in the UK. Under ESOS rules, 
businesses or private sector organisations 
must audit energy use and assess energy 
efficiency opportunities every four years if - 
on the qualifying date for inclusion - they:

• employ 250 people or more

• have fewer than 250 employees, but 
an annual turnover of more than 50m 
Euros (£44.1m), or annual balance sheet 
exceeding 43m Euros (£37.9m) 

• are part of a corporate group that  
meets either of these criteria on the 
qualifying date. 

The qualifying date for Phase 1 was 
December 2014. Qualifying dates for  
Phase 2 and Phase 3 are December 2018 
and December 2022, respectively.

WSP has partnered with Centrica Business Solutions (CBS) to provide ESOS consultancy and 
advisory services in conjunction with Centrica’s proprietary energy insights solution, Panoramic 
Power. Using wireless self-powered sensors that can be placed unobtrusively on any device to enable 
communication with PowerRadar, a cloud-based analytics platform, Panoramic Power obtains 
detailed real-time insight into how energy is consumed in any industrial or commercial setting.


