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Deadlines for  
ESOS 2

31 December 2018 is the qualification date for this 
round of ESOS. If you meet the qualifying criteria for 
staff numbers, turnover or balance sheet on this date 
then you are covered by the scheme. You must start 
your 12-month audit no later than December 2018, and 
inform the Environment Agency that you have complied 
by 5 December 2019.

Compliance Period 6 December 2015 –  
5 December 2019

Reference Period 1 January 2018 –  
5 December 2019

Qualification Date 31 December 2018

Compliance Date 5 December 2019

Organisations should either conduct a fully compliant 
energy audit covering at least 90% of their energy use, 
or apply for ISO50001 accreditation as an alternative.  
Non-compliance may result in a fine of up to £50,000.

Tips to help you meet the deadlines:

Start early: assign a certified ESOS lead assessor now.

Record energy data as you go along: you need to log 
consumption and cost, month by month, for each site, 
plus your transport fuel consumption. Remember your 
energy consumption data assessment needs to cover a  
12 month period, within the reference period, that 
includes the qualification date, i.e. 31st December 2018.

Streamline the process: use existing data or timeframes 
where possible - you can align the reporting period with 
your financial year, for example.

Keep your ESOS Lead Assessor well informed: advise 
them of the wider business strategy so they can tailor 
output towards meeting corporate goals and targets.

Align with investment plans: tell your ESOS Lead Assessor 
about any maintenance and investment plans, which could 
help with the case for investment in energy efficiency.

Appoint a cross-functional team: to focus on compliance, 
and develop a plan for acting on the audit outcomes to 
deliver long-term energy and cost savings.

Engage with the Board: to secure funds to invest in 
energy-saving activities. 

Include all subsidiaries in the ESOS audit: in ESOS 1,  
this was a common reason for failing to comply at the  
first attempt.

Consider whether an EU wide approach is best. Each EU 
country has implemented the directive that underpins 
ESOS slightly differently, so care is needed if you also have 
operations in other EU Member States. 


