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Since just before Christmas, I have 
been leading the team preparing for 
the handover of London Bridge Station 
to Network Rail. This involves making 
sure the complex project is completed 
to the client’s satisfaction as well as 
preparing maintenance manuals and 
as-built drawings – around 10,000 
of them – to guide the station’s 
operation.

Preparing these as-built drawings 
is not straightforward, because of 
the staged construction process that 
kept London Bridge operational 
throughout. The different stages often 
contained temporary measures to 
keep the station open, which were not 

retained in the final configuration. 
So preparing the as-built drawings 
requires combining details from 
different stages.

WSP has made extensive use of 3D 
modelling throughout the project, and 
the as-built information is fed into the 
model to produce the base drawings. 
The model is also being used for the 
final pieces of design work, with 
mechanical plant being installed and 
commissioned and the retail fit-out 
scheduled to run until next year.

Completing the project will be 
satisfying, but the most rewarding 
thing about my role is seeing how 
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the public are using the station. It is 
a beautiful building, with its listed 
facades augmented by the organic 
shape of the roofscape, and I think 
people clearly enjoy being in its 
bright and airy spaces. On the first 
day the station opened, it felt as if it 
had always been there – and that’s a 
testament to the project’s success.

London Bridge Station is the first 
major project I have worked on since 
returning from a long spell overseas 
– most recently as WSP technical 
director in the Middle East, where 
I worked on the Doha Metro. It was 
clear to me from the beginning 

of my time on the London Bridge 
project that its success is down to 
collaboration.

We are co-located with our client in 
their office, and our team is a joint 
venture with Grimshaw Architects 
and Arcadis. It is a very collaborative 
environment, and one in which many 
people have worked for the entire 
length of the project – helping to 
ensure that information has been 
retained.

Why have so many people worked 
on the project for so long? I think it 
is because this been an opportunity 

to be part of a great project that has 
transformed this area of London. 
The Shard led the way, but London 
Bridge Station is a key part of the 
regeneration – a hub for the entire 
quarter.

The London Bridge Station that you 
see today is the result of many people 
working extremely hard and, in some 
cases, putting their lives on hold to see 
the project through.
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For further information please contact Amelie Barrau on amelie.barrau@wsp.com 

WSP is one of the world’s leading engineering professional services consulting 
firms. We are dedicated to our local communities and propelled by international 
brainpower. We are technical experts and strategic advisors including engineers, 
technicians, scientists, architects, planners, surveyors and environmental 
specialists, as well as other design, program and construction management 
professionals. We design lasting solutions in the Property & Buildings, 
Transportation & Infrastructure, Environment, Industry, Resources (including 
Mining and Oil & Gas) and Power & Energy sectors as well as project delivery and 
strategic consulting services. 

With 7,800 talented people in the UK and more than 42,000 globally, we 
engineer projects that will help societies grow for lifetimes to come. WSP has 
been involved in many high-profile UK projects including the Shard, Crossrail, 
Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, Manchester Metrolink, M1 Smart Motorway, 
the re-development of London Bridge Station, and the London Olympic & 
Paralympic Route Network. 
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