
APPRENTICE PROFILE

I have always known that I would rather be learning by doing a job,
than be staring at a whiteboard. However, school didn't provide enough
insight into Apprenticeships as an option to further my education. After

attending a year at college with the goal of studying engineering at University, I quickly realised multiple years of
exam sitting, with limited practical experience, wasn't the right route for me. I therefore took the leap to start
searching for Apprenticeships, as it provided me with the practical skills of the job in a professional environment,
whilst helping me to gain qualifications for higher education and beyond.

Working within the Bridges team at the Basingstoke office, I have been able to get involved with a variety of
projects to date. Although a large part of my role revolves around the assessment and maintenance of railway
bridges in the South of England for Network Rail. With very limited experience at the beginning of my Appren-
ticeship, I have been given the opportunity and time to learn AutoCAD, as well as attend site visits to take
measurements and find faults or new features of existing railway bridges.

 I really enjoy the satisfaction of learning something new and putting it into practice, with the resulting work
greatly helping my team and changing the real world for the better. Maintenance projects that I am involved in
are a key process that needs to take place to help insure the safe operation of a railway bridge. I have been given
appropriate training, resources and time through my workplace and college course to become competent with
the role I hold within my team, and take great pride in producing work that matters.

In the short term, I am looking forward to completing my College course and End-
point Assessment, helping me to move on to University and gain further
qualifications in engineering. In the long term, I hope to expand my knowledge
through involving myself in many forms of engineering operated by WSP, and even
taking on opportunities at global offices to gain lifetime work and life experience
within new environments and cultures.
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