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Development and history may at times seem 
to be at odds. The effects of environment and 
time, along with urbanisation and the ever-
increasing need for new infrastructure, keeps 
our landscape changing. However, historic 
places and structures connect us to our past, 
contributing to our identity and who we are as 
a society. 
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At WSP, we help you to achieve your 
objectives by advising at all stages 
of a project on how to comply with 
international, national, and local 
planning policy and best practice. Our 
team contributes to the identification, 
mitigation of developmental 
impacts and conservation of cultural 
heritage resources across the world, 
delivering solutions that respect the 
environmental, aesthetic, cultural, 
and historical values that shape our 
communities and their identities.  

Our highly experienced team are located across 
New Zealand and can provide best-practice 
advice suited to the local environment, across 
infrastructure projects of all sizes. We help our 
clients make informed decisions for the future of 
their built and natural landscape while keeping 
its character intact, empowering them as the 
custodians who connect heritage with the 
future. 
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Archaeological Services:  
WSP CAN OFFER: 

 y Advice on managing archaeological sites  

 y Screening of archaeological risks. 

 y Desktop assessments/appraisals 

 y Historic research of land parcels. 

 y Archaeological surveys, including coastal and 
forestry surveys. 

 y Archaeological Assessments 

 y HNZPTA authority applications to modify/
damage archaeological sites  

 y Iwi consultation and stakeholder engagement 
for authority applications. 

 y Archaeological Management Plans, contractor 
specifications and contractor training. 

 y Authority compliance work, including 
monitoring and excavation work and technical 
reporting. 

 y Callout responses for accidental discoveries. 

 y Specialist analysis of archaeological samples 
(i.e. midden, historic artefacts). 

 y Emergency archaeological response plans 

HISTORIC HERITAGE VALUES: 

WSP has an extensive background in: 

 y Heritage assessments 

 y Heritage covenants 

 y Conservation plans for historic buildings and 
structures 

 y Maintenance programmes. 

 y Hazard risk assessments 

 y Asset Management Plans 

 y Design guidelines 

 y Engineering and architectural advice 

 y Conservation advice 

 y Planning advice 

HERITAGE STRATEGIES: 

WSP has experience in: 

 y Heritage management strategies 

 y Asset Management Plans 

 y Project management 

 y RMA and HNZPTA planning advice 

 y Research methodologies 

 y Iwi and community consultation 

 y District Plan reviews 

 y Preparation of regional guidelines 

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE STUDIES: 

WSP has experience in: 

 y District wide heritage inventories 

 y Landscape studies with thematic overlays 

 y GIS-based models 

 y Heritage trails development 

 y Landscape design & management 

EXPERTISE YOU CAN TRUST 

We ensure that our technical advice and 
fieldwork procedures remain at the forefront 
of industry best practice, using local experts 
working to global best practice ensuring 
compliance with the requirements of HNZPT  
Act 2014. 
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Feature projects 
GIS MODELLING FOR ARCHAEOLOGY RISK 
ASSESSMENT 

Client: Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency 

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency turned to 
our Archaeology team to understand and 
anticipate where existing and proposed road 
corridors might intersect with archaeological 
sites, in order to avoid them before road 
construction begins. 

Our team used a Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) method which incorporated 
expert archaeological knowledge to predict 
where prehistoric humans would have 
preferred for settlement, horticulture and 
other land uses. Our team were able to use this 
expert knowledge to form off site suitability 
rules resulting in a risk map covering the 
length of State Highway 11 in the Bay of Islands. 

The resulting archaeological risk map we 
provided allows road asset managers, planners, 
and engineers to plan future expenditure 
more effectively and minimize harm to 
cultural heritage sites, by presenting a more 
comprehensive spatial representation of risk. 
Through our work with Waka Kotahi we are 
helping preserve our unique cultural history for 
the future. 

SERVICES: 

 y Screening for archaeological risk 

 y Assessments, applications and reporting as 
required by HNZPT Act 2014  

ARCHAEOLOGY SERVICES FOR MAJOR 
INFRASTRUCTURE REBUILD 

Client: North Canterbury Transport 
Infrastructure Rebuild 

As part of the NCTIR project to rebuild the 
transport infrastructure following the Kaikōura 
earthquakes of 2016 WSP led and set up the 
archaeology team and archaeological team 
processes to deliver one of the most significant 
programmes of archaeological work in New 
Zealand. The works required to reinstate 
transport links along the Northern Hurunui 
coastline occurred in an area of rich cultural 
heritage, and presented some very significant 
risks to archaeological sites, 

Over four years the project has evolved 
to encompass investigations across 15 
archaeological landscapes and a three year 
programme of field, laboratory and reporting 
work in collaboration with Tangata Whenua. 
The authority is due to be completed in early 
2021. 

WSP has worked in a team of archaeologists 
from multiple organisations with their 
personnel fulfilling many roles in archaeology 
and project leadership, field, laboratory and 
archaeology reporting roles.  

SERVICES: 

 y Screening for archaeological risk 

 y Set up of field crews for emergency work, 
development of site procedures 

 y Assessments, applications and reporting as 
required by HNZPT Act 2014  

 y Field archaeology and investigations of sites 
of special interest 

 y Project management and control
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ARCHAEOLOGY SCREENING AND 
ASSESSMENTS FOR MODULAR CLASSROOM 
PROGRAMME 

Client: Ministry of Education 

On behalf of the Ministry of Education, WSP 
worked in collaboration with Interlink Modular 
and Brewer Davidson to supply modular 
buildings to schools around New Zealand.    

Through stakeholder collaboration, the WSP 
archaeology team developed a national 
archaeological risk management programme 
for the project, formulating a pragmatic 
approach to a dynamic risk environment.  

This has resulted in the assessment of 
approximately 70 schools across New Zealand, 
allowing WSP to become instrumental in the 
growth of our communities while ensuring 
that archaeology is protected and the 
significance of it on our landscape is raised. 

SERVICES: 

 y Archaeology risk screening 

 y Identification of risks and where 
archaeological assessment is required 

 y Provision of archaeologists for on-site 
monitoring if needed 

RAKAIA HERITAGE BRIDGE HERITAGE 
ASSESSMENT AND REPAIRS  

Client: Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency

The Rakaia Gorge No.1 Bridge is an 
internationally unique structure recognised 
as being of heritage significance within New 
Zealand. 

WSP has played a key role in the planning 
of and the repair works undertaken on the 
bridge. This work assessed the significance of 
the existing bridge and provided conservation 
policies to guide the repair works that were 
carried out. 

The project was a collaboration between our 
structural and transport engineers, heritage 
structures teams and archaeologists.  

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency turned to 
our Archaeology team to understand and 
anticipate where existing and proposed road 
corridors might intersect with archaeological 
sites, in order to avoid them before road 
construction begins. 

Our team used a Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) method incorporating expert 
archaeological knowledge to predict where 
prehistoric humans would have preferred for 
settlement, horticulture and other land uses. 

Result was a risk map covering the length 
of State Highway 11 in the Bay of Islands that 
allows road asset managers, planners, and 
engineers to plan future expenditure more 
effectively and minimise harm to cultural 
heritage sites.



ROSS CREEK RESERVOIR REFURBISHMENT 
PROJECT 

Client: Client Name 

From award win: Ross Creek Reservoir in 
Dunedin is the oldest large earth dam in 
New Zealand. Opened in 1867, it was created 
to provide water for Dunedin as it rapidly 
expanded due to the Otago goldrush. 
The reservoir, dam and valve tower have a 
Heritage New Zealand ‘Historic Place Category 
1’ classification. This efficiently-delivered 
refurbishment project is a fine example of 
maximising asset performance. This work has 
saved an important New Zealand structure 
from decommissioning and enhanced the 
resilience of Dunedin’s water supply. 

SERVICES: 

Services here 

 

AWARDS: 

IPWEA 2019 – Winner - Excellence in 
Maximising Asset Performance
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Key Contacts 
AUCKLAND 
Sam Kurmann 
sam.kurmann@wsp.com 
027 647 1261 
 
WELLINGTON 
Patrick Harsveldt 
patrick.harsveldt@wsp.com 
027 498 3078 
 
CHRISTCHURCH 
Sheelagh Conran 
sheelagh.conran@wsp.com 
021 715 330

WSP is one of the world’s leading design and engineering professional services consulting firms. With our unrivalled local knowledge of New 
Zealand and global network of experts, our focus is on designing solutions where our local communities and environment thrive. We are 
strategic advisors and technical experts including engineers, technicians, scientists, architects , planners, surveyors, environmental specialists, 
as well as other design, program and construction management professionals. We design future ready solutions in Property & Buildings, 
Transportation & Infrastructure, Water, Power and Environment, as well as provide project delivery and strategic consulting services. 

With 1,900 talented people in 40 offices across New Zealand, we engineer projects that will help societies grow for lifetimes to come. 

wsp.com/nz


