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INTRODUCTION TO THE PORT DURNFORD PROJECT 

Tronox KZN Sands (Pty) Ltd (herein referred to as Tronox) currently operates the Fairbreeze mine which mines heavy 

mineral sands in the Richards Bay area.  This is supported by a Tronox Mineral Separation Plant (MSP) and Smelter in the 

Empangeni area (see Figure 1). Tronox’s previous mining operation, Hillendale is currently in the mine closure phase.  

In addition to these mining and processing projects, Tronox KZN Sands (Pty) Ltd (Tronox) is applying for a mining right 

over the following tenements:  

 A renewed prospecting right (KZN 30/5/1/1/2/10708 PR) covering the following farms: Remainder of the farm 

Richards 16802, Remainder of the farm Birkett 16832 and Ruth 16833 (known as the Port Durnford lease area), 

 Waterloo prospecting right (DMRE Ref: KZN30/5/1/1/2/296 PR) located on the following farms: Portion 1,2 and 

Rem of Lot 131 uMlalazi 14098; Rem of Lot 103 uMlalazi 13880 and Rem of Lot 104 uMlalazi 13853, and  

 Penarrow located on the following farms: Remainder of Lot 132 uMlalazi 13602 and Portion 1 of Lot 132 

uMlalazi 13602. 

 

Figure 1: Location of Tronox operations and Proposed Project in the Richards Bay area 
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Tronox is now planning on converting these prospecting rights into a consolidated 

Mining Right and seeking environmental authorisation (EA) to support this. A full 

Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (EIR) Process is required in support of 

the application for environmental authorisation for the project. WSP Group Africa 

(Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

(EAP) to undertake the Scoping and EIR (S&EIR) Process.  

PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT 

It is the intention of this Background Information Document (BID) to introduce and 

provide stakeholders with information about the proposed project.  This document 

forms part of the stakeholder consultation process of the S&EIR process.  

This BID provides information about the development, the environmental authorisation 

processes and the role of stakeholders in the process. It intends to encourage 

stakeholders to comment on the project and raise questions which will be utilised to inform the scope of the Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA). Aside from this document, at various stages of the respective environmental authorisation 

processes, information and reports will be made available for stakeholders to comment on. 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Project Location 

The prospecting rights are situated in the uMhlathuze Local Municipality and the King Cetshwayo District Municipality. It 

is located approximately 15km south-west of Richards Bay and is in close proximity to the following settlements/towns at 

different points along the boundaries: 

 Mtunzini 

 Port Dunford 

 KwaDlangezwa  

 Esikhawini  

 Gobandlovu 

The N2 highway as well as the R102 traverse the length of the prospecting rights area; the 

R102 being located to the northwest and the N2 running through the centre (see Figure 1).  

Project Timing 

Tronox intends to mine the orebody in two phases: Phase 1 entails a low-rate mining 

operation (70400 tons per annum) which is intended to take place over the first 10 years of 

the life of the mine (LOM). Phase 2, is intended to replace the Fairbreeze mining operation 

and will entail an increase of production to 3000 tons per hour until mine closure in 2074.   

WSP has been appointed by Tronox as the independent EAP to undertake the EA processes for the project and to facilitate a 
consolidated stakeholder engagement process. 

To become a registered stakeholder and ensure all comments and queries regarding this project are accurately documented 
and addressed, please forward your contact details and comments on the attached response sheet to: 

Public Participation Office; WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd; 
PO Box 6001, Halfway House, 1685; 
Tel: 011 254 4800; Fax: 086 582 1561 

E-mail: gld.pp@wsp.com 
 

Who is a Stakeholder? 

Any person, group of persons or 

organisation interested and/or 

affected by the proposed 

development. 

Register your interest by 

completing and returning the 

Registration and Comments 

Form attached herewith. 



 

3 
 

Project Information 

During Phase 1 of the project, infrastructure on the site will be limited as following mining, ore will be stockpiled and then 

transported by trucks to the existing Fairbreeze Mine for processing at their Primary Wet Plant (PWP) to provide the heavy 

mineral concentrate for the KZN Mineral Separation Plant (MSP). Project infrastructure during this phase will be limited to 

access and haul roads, offices, workshops, fuel storage areas, pipelines, waste storage facilities, water storage facilities, 

septic tanks, connection to existing powerline and a substation. Water will be brought on to site by water bowsers. 

 
Figure 2: Location of Phase 1 of the mining operation 

During Phase 2, a Primary Wet Plant (PWP) will be developed on site and heavy mineral concentrate (HMC) will be 

stockpiled before transportation to the smelter in Empangeni. Several tailings storage facilities will need to be developed to 

accommodate the disposal of fine tailings from the PWP. In addition, the project requires pollution control dams, a 

substation and transmission line, raw and process water storage area, sewage treatment plant and mine complex. Water will 

be sourced from the current water source for the Fairbreeze operation (uMhlathuze River) and the extension of the existing 

pipeline will be used for this purpose.  
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Figure 3: Location of the Phase 2 infrastructure 

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

The legislative context which applies to this project for the proposed applications includes the following key legislation:  

 The National Environmental Management Act, (Act 107 of 1998) (NEMA) 

 The Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, (Act 28 of 2002) (MPRDA); and 

 National Environmental Management: Waste Act (Act No 59 of 2008) (NEMWA) 

Various activities have been identified as triggering the requirement for authorisation, as detailed below:  

Listing notice Activity Number 

NEMA 

Listing Notice 1 (GN R. 983, as amended by GNR 327) Activity 9,10,11,12,13,14, 16,19,24,25,28,45 and 56 

Listing Notice 2 (GN R. 984, as amended by GNR 325) Activity 6, 15,16 and 17 

Listing Notice 3 (GN R. 985, as amended by GNR 324) Activity 2, 3, 10, 12, 14, and 18 

NEM:WA 

GN921 of 2003, Category A Activity 1 

GN921 of 2003, Category B Activity 1, 7, 11 
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Given that this proposed project entails a mining activity, a consolidated application will be made in terms of all three 

pieces of legislation with the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) as the competent authority. 

In terms of the EA process we are currently in the Scoping Phase of the investigation. The S&EIR process is presented in 

Figure 4 below.  

 

Figure 4: Proposed EIA Process 
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STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT  

 

 

Currently the project is in the Scoping Phase and initial communications are being had with stakeholders. The primary 

objectives of this round of engagement is to: 

 Provide information about the proposed project 

 Gather issues and concerns that stakeholders may have in this regard.  

It is intended that stakeholders will be engaged through the following means: 

 The placement of site notices notifying them of the proposed project, encouraging them to register as stakeholders and 

notifying them of the availability of the Draft Scoping Report. 

 Through the placement of media notices (Zululand Observer and 

Ilanga) notifying them of the proposed project, encouraging them to 

register as stakeholders and notifying them of the availability of the 

Draft Scoping Report 

 Distribution of a Notification Letter and Background Information 

Document to all stakeholders previously registered for the Fairbreeze 

Project 

 Upon registration, forwarding this to any additional stakeholders 

 Information sharing meetings in the communities immediately adjacent 

to the proposed mining operation, Richards Bay and Mtunzini 

 Gathering comments on the Draft Scoping Report for a 30 day 

comments period. 

Following this phase of engagement, the Draft Scoping Report will be 

Finalised and submitted to DMRE for review and approval. 

Further stages of stakeholder engagement will involve further engagements 

and report review (EIA Report) and will be driven by the requirements of 

stakeholders identified in the first phase of engagement.  

The purpose of stakeholder engagement is to consult with interested and affected parties in the public and private sectors as 

part of the decision-making process on projects which may affect them. The process aims to develop and maintain open 

channels of communication between the project team and stakeholders. This process provides stakeholders with the 

opportunity to express their views and concerns regarding the proposed project through project correspondence. The 

environmental assessment practitioner documents the views and concerns of stakeholders, and makes the project team and 

relevant authorities aware of issues that need to be considered during the compilation and evaluation of the potential risks 

and impacts associated with the project. 

As such, it is intended that your involvement as a stakeholder on this project, will influence the following decisions: 

 The scope of the investigations that will inform the EIA 

 Project alternatives under consideration 

 Methods for communication and involvement with stakeholders 

 Mitigation measures that could be employed for the project 

Additionally stakeholders have a local contextual understanding that needs to be recognised and considered. 


