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Pop up gallery to boost Zululand artists
Wellington Makwakwa

FINE art artists, crafters and 
sculptors can now display their 
work for viewing by the public in 
Empangeni.

The Department of Sport, Arts 
and Culture in collaboration with 
Empangeni Shopping Centre 
launched a pop-up gallery in the 
centre last week.

The main aim is to provide an 
opportunity for emerging artists to 
showcase and sell their works at 
a one-stop-shop for arts and craft 
in northern KZN.

“The department has undertaken 
developmental programmes for 
visual arts and crafters across 
the district. The attention of this 
aspect is mainly on product 
development, marketing and 
pricing.

“We identified Empangeni 
Shopping Centre as a community-
friendly retail centre that seeks 
to provide opportunities to 
developing and hardworking 
emerging artists.

“We want to create a family-
friendly space where children 
can enjoy storytelling while their 
parents do the shopping, thus 
creating job opportunities for 
storytellers and artists in the field.

“Artists lack a platform to 
showcase their works, and this 
district has specialists in fine art, 
beadwork, pottery and ceramic 
works, as well as in sculpturing, 
grass- and woodwork.

“Our priority is mainly women, 
the youth and people living with 
disabilities who come from rural 
and semi-urban areas,” said the 
department.

The pop-up gallery concept is 

a KZN Department of Sport, Arts 
and Culture initiative which in the 
region hopes to uplift artists from 
Nkandla, uMhlathuze, uMlalazi 
uMfolozi and uMthonjaneni 
municipalities.

Operational planning
The aim of the shop is to provide 
a sustainable livelihood to 
disadvantaged and marginalised 
artists.

The department has proposed 
a recruitment of three curators 
who will be running the shop, 
facilitating transactions and 
recording product orders for rural 
crafters who will be showcasing 
their works.

Curators will be paid a monthly 
stipend; priority is given to 
graduates from the City of 
uMhlathuze.

Monthly social snippets will be 
showcased on all departmental 
social media platforms, and will 
be included in radio interviews 
by the MEC or HoD. This will also 
promote Empangeni Shopping 
Centre due to listenership and the 
department's following across the 
board.

Identification and selection of 
fast-selling craft work in various 
municipalities, working closely 
with the shopping centre and 
municipalities across northern 
KZN to avoid bias.

Facilitation of craft transition to 
accommodate more crafters, thus 
ensuring most deserving arts and 
craft organisations in northern 
KZN benefit.

Monthly meetings with centre 
management to assess the 
leasing arrangement and the 
benefits of such an initiative. Zululand artists now have a platform to showcase their craft works

Excited about the gallery are various artists, King Cetshwayo CFFISSA representatives 
and Department of Sport, Arts and Culture officials

Fun walk for 
a good cause
Wellington Makwakwa

CREATING much-needed awareness 
on HIV and Aids is the motivation 
behind the Township Fun Walk and 
Aerobic event on Sunday,  
3 December.

Organised by Percy Vilane, the 
community programme will be held at 
Ngwelezana sport field (KwaNsumpa) 
from 6am.

The programme is part of World 
Aids Day commemorations, and it 
will include a 5km walk while coach 
Mawande will head the aerobics 
segment.

“The rate of teenage infection is 
alarming, therefore we have decided 
to co-ordinate this initiative which will 
help us revisit the scourge by providing 
more prevention strategies,” said 
Vilane.

The programme will include 
presentations from various NGOs, and 
a testing programme will be on site. 

Registration will take place before the 
walk, with a R20 joining fee. 

Participants of all ages are welcome. 
For more information, contact Percy 
Vilane on 073 8593698.
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