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Personal Details have been redacted as required by the POPI Act



 



 





























Act





































Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Ashlea Strong
WSP Group Africa
Building 1, Maxwell Office Park, Magwa Crescent West
Waterfall City
Midrand
1685
 

Normandien Wind Power (Pty) Ltd has submitted an application to conduct an Environmental Authorisation
(EA) Application for the proposed the Normandien Wind Energy Facility (WEF) as part of the Verkykerskop
Wind Energy Facility (WEF) Cluster, near Harrismith, in Thabo Mofutsanyana District Municipality and
Phumelela Local Municipality, Free State Province.

A Draft Scoping Report (DSR) was submitted in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, Act
107 of 1998 (NEMA) and the NEMA EIA Regulations (As amended). The proposed Normandien Wind Energy
Facility (WEF) will have a capacity of up to 300 MW and encompass 6,067 ha, with a buildable area of 150 ha,
accommodating up to 60 wind turbines. Each turbine will have a rotor diameter of up to 200 m and a hub
height of up to 140 m. The hard standing area per turbine will be up to 0.8 ha, with a foundation area of 0.07
ha and a crane platform/pad of 0.5 ha. Turbine foundations will involve excavations up to 4 m deep,
constructed of reinforced concrete and covered with soil after tower erection.

The project will include four 33kV/132kV on-site collector substations (IPP Portion), each up to 2 ha,
connected to the turbines by underground 33kV cabling where practical. A construction camp with a concrete
batching plant (1 ha), a site office (4 ha), and a laydown area (8 ha) will be established, along with internal
roads up to 8 m wide. A 200 MW/800 MWh Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), using lithium-ion solid-
state batteries and providing 6-8 hours of storage, will be housed in containers covering up to 7 ha. An
operation and maintenance (O&M) office of up to 1 ha will also be constructed.

Grid connection will be via an on-site Main Transmission Substation (MTS), the preferred option, or
alternatively, a 20 km 132kV power line to an off-site MTS. Substation footprint at both ends of the line will be
up to 1 ha, consisting of a 33kV to 132kV collector substation. Double circuit towers will be used for the power
line, with a 400 m wide assessment corridor (200 m either side of the centre line).

Normandien Wind Energy Facility (up to 300MW) and associated infrastructure,
located near Verkykerskop in the Free State Province.

, 2025



Beyond Heritage has been appointed to provide heritage specialist input as part of the ElA process as required
by section 24(4)b(iii) of NEMA and section 38(3) and 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of
1999 (NHRA).

The proposed development is located in an area of predominantly Very High palaeontological sensitivity along
with areas of Low and Moderate palaeontological sensitivity as per the SAHRIS PalaeoSensitivity map. Since
the development is located in an area of Very High palaeontological sensitivity a field-based PIA is required.  

Kraljevi?, L. 2024. Heritage Scoping Report for the proposed Normandien Wind Energy Facility, Free State
Province.

Heritage resources in the study area consist of structures and ruins older than 60 years, and burial sites. The
larger region around Verkykerskop is characterised by Later Iron Age stone walled sites likely an indicator of
Batlokwa and Basia occupation. The author recommends that a field-based Heritage Impact Assessment
(HIA) of the final impact areas.

Interim Comment

The SAHRA Development Applications Unit (DAU) notes the submitted Heritage Scoping Report. 

The SAHRA DAU requests that an assessment of the impact to heritage resources that complies with section
38(3) of the NHRA as required by section 38(8) of the NHRA must be conducted as part of the EA process.
The HIA must include an archaeological component. 

The field-based archaeological component of the HIA must be conducted by a qualified archaeologist and
must comply with the SAHRA 2007 Minimum Standards: Archaeological and Palaeontological Components of
Impact Assessment Reports (see www.asapa.co.za or www.aphp.org.za for a list of qualified archaeologists).
The Minimum Standards refer to a Letter of Recommendation for Exemption for further studies should the
specialist deem it appropriate. SAHRA reserves the right to insist on a field-based assessment should the
Letter of Recommendation not provide ample information to make an informed comment.

Any other heritage resources as defined in section 3 of the NHRA that may be impacted, such as built
structures over 60 years old, sites of cultural significance associated with oral histories, burial grounds and
graves, graves of victims of conflict, and cultural landscapes or viewscapes must also be assessed.

Normandien Wind Energy Facility (up to 300MW) and associated infrastructure,
located near Verkykerskop in the Free State Province.

Date: Friday, 24 January, 2025



 

Since the development is located in an area of Very High palaeontological sensitivity a field-based PIA is
required. The assessment must be undertaken by a qualified palaeontologist and the report must comply with
the 2012 Minimum Standards: Palaeontological Components of Heritage Impact Assessments. 

Further comments will be issued upon the submission of the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR), a field-
based Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) and Palaeontological Impact Assessment (PIA).

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________
Stephen van der Heever
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

 

Natasha Higgitt
Manager: Development Applications Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

Normandien Wind Energy Facility (up to 300MW) and associated infrastructure,
located near Verkykerskop in the Free State Province.

Enquiries: Stephen van der Heever Date: Friday, 24 January, 2025

Tel:

Email: svandenheever@sahra.org.za

Case ID: 24315

Personal Details have been redacted as
required by the POPI Act



 

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: https://sahris.org.za/node/356208



Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Ashlea Strong
WSP Group Africa
Building 1, Maxwell Office Park, Magwa Crescent West
Waterfall City
Midrand
1685
 

Kromhof Wind Power (Pty) Ltd has submitted an application to conduct an Environmental Authorisation (EA)
Application for the proposed the Kromhof Wind Energy Facility (WEF) as part of the Verkykerskop Wind
Energy Facility (WEF) Cluster, near Harrismith, in Thabo Mofutsanyana District Municipality and Phumelela
Local Municipality, Free State Province.

A Daft Scoping Report (DSR) was submitted in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, Act 107
of 1998 (NEMA) and the NEMA EIA Regulations (As amended). The proposed Kromhof Wind Energy Facility
(WEF) will have a capacity of up to 300 MW and encompass 7,269 ha, with a buildable area of 150 ha,
accommodating up to 55 wind turbines. Each turbine will have a rotor diameter of up to 200 m and a hub
height of up to 140 m. The hard standing area per turbine will be up to 0.8 ha, with a foundation area of 0.07
ha and a crane platform/pad of 0.5 ha. Turbine foundations will involve excavations up to 4 m deep,
constructed of reinforced concrete and covered with soil after tower erection.

The project will include four 33kV/132kV on-site collector substations (IPP Portion), each up to 2 ha,
connected to the turbines by underground 33kV cabling where practical. A construction camp with a concrete
batching plant (1 ha), a site office (4 ha), and a laydown area (8 ha) will be established, along with internal
roads up to 8 m wide. A 200 MW/800 MWh Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), using lithium-ion solid-
state batteries and providing 6-8 hours of storage, will be housed in containers covering up to 7 ha. An
operation and maintenance (O&M) office of up to 1 ha will also be constructed.

Grid connection will be via an on-site Main Transmission Substation (MTS), the preferred option, or
alternatively, a 20 km 132kV power line to an off-site MTS. Substation footprints at both ends of the line will be
up to 1 ha, consisting of a 33kV to 132kV collector substation. Double circuit towers will be used for the power
line, with a 400 m wide assessment corridor (200 m either side of the centre line).

Kromhof Wind Energy Facility (up to 300MW) and associated infrastructure,
located near Verkykerskop in the Free State Province.

Date: Friday, 24 January, 2025



Beyond Heritage has been appointed to provide heritage specialist input as part of the ElA process as required
by section 24(4)b(iii) of NEMA and section 38(3) and 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of
1999 (NHRA).

The proposed development is located in an area of predominantly Very High palaeontological sensitivity along
with areas of Low and Moderate palaeontological sensitivity as per the SAHRIS PalaeoSensitivity map. Since
the development is located in an area of Very High palaeontological sensitivity a field-based PIA is required.  

Kraljevi?, L. 2024. Heritage Scoping Report for the proposed Kromhof Wind Energy Facility, Free State
Province.

Heritage resources in the study area consist of structures and ruins older than 60 years, and burial sites. The
larger region around Verkykerskop is characterised by Later Iron Age stone walled sites likely an indicator of
Batlokwa and Basia occupation. The author recommends that a field-based Heritage Impact Assessment
(HIA) of the final impact areas.

Interim Comment

The SAHRA Development Applications Unit (DAU) notes the submitted Heritage Scoping Report. 

The SAHRA DAU requests that an assessment of the impact to heritage resources that complies with section
38(3) of the NHRA as required by section 38(8) of the NHRA must be conducted as part of the EA process.
The HIA must include an archaeological component. 

The field-based archaeological component of the HIA must be conducted by a qualified archaeologist and
must comply with the SAHRA 2007 Minimum Standards: Archaeological and Palaeontological Components of
Impact Assessment Reports (see www.asapa.co.za or www.aphp.org.za for a list of qualified archaeologists).
The Minimum Standards refer to a Letter of Recommendation for Exemption for further studies should the
specialist deem it appropriate. SAHRA reserves the right to insist on a field-based assessment should the
Letter of Recommendation not provide ample information to make an informed comment.

Any other heritage resources as defined in section 3 of the NHRA that may be impacted, such as built
structures over 60 years old, sites of cultural significance associated with oral histories, burial grounds and
graves, graves of victims of conflict, and cultural landscapes or viewscapes must also be assessed.

Kromhof Wind Energy Facility (up to 300MW) and associated infrastructure,
located near Verkykerskop in the Free State Province.

Date: Friday, 24 January, 2025



Since the development is located in an area of Very High palaeontological sensitivity a field-based PIA is
required. The assessment must be undertaken by a qualified palaeontologist and the report must comply with
the 2012 Minimum Standards: Palaeontological Components of Heritage Impact Assessments. 

Further comments will be issued upon the submission of the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR), a field-
based Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) and Palaeontological Impact Assessment (PIA).

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________
Stephen van der Heever
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

 
________________________________________
Natasha Higgitt
Manager: Development Applications Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

Kromhof Wind Energy Facility (up to 300MW) and associated infrastructure,
located near Verkykerskop in the Free State Province.

Date: Friday, 24 January, 2025



 

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: https://sahris.org.za/node/356207



Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Ashlea Strong
WSP Group Africa
Building 1, Maxwell Office Park, Magwa Crescent West
Waterfall City
Midrand
1685
 

Groothoek Wind Power (Pty) Ltd has submitted an application to conduct an Environmental Authorisation (EA)
Application for the proposed the Groothoek Wind Energy Facility (WEF) as part of the Verkykerskop Wind
Energy Facility (WEF) Cluster, near Harrismith, in Thabo Mofutsanyana District Municipality and Phumelela
Local Municipality, Free State Province.

A Draft Scoping Report (DSR) was submitted in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, Act
107 of 1998 (NEMA) and the NEMA EIA Regulations (As amended). The proposed Groothoek Wind Energy
Facility (WEF) will have a capacity of up to 300 MW and encompass 6,170 ha, with a buildable area of 150 ha,
accommodating up to 55 wind turbines. Each turbine will have a rotor diameter of up to 200 m and a hub
height of up to 140 m. The hard standing area per turbine will be up to 0.8 ha, with a foundation area of 0.07
ha and a crane platform/pad of 0.5 ha. Turbine foundations will involve excavations up to 4 m deep,
constructed of reinforced concrete and covered with soil after tower erection.

The project will include four 33kV/132kV on-site collector substations (IPP Portion), each up to 2 ha,
connected to the turbines by underground 33kV cabling where practical. A construction camp with a concrete
batching plant (1 ha), a site office (4 ha), and a laydown area (8 ha) will be established, along with internal
roads up to 8 m wide. A 200 MW/800 MWh Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), using lithium-ion solid-
state batteries and providing 6-8 hours of storage, will be housed in containers covering up to 7 ha. An
operation and maintenance (O&M) office of up to 1 ha will also be constructed.

Grid connection will be via an on-site Main Transmission Substation (MTS), the preferred option, or
alternatively, a 20 km 132kV power line to an off-site MTS. Substation footprints at both ends of the line will be
up to 1 ha, consisting of a 33kV to 132kV collector substation. Double circuit towers will be used for the power
line, with a 400 m wide assessment corridor (200 m either side of the centre line).

Groothoek Wind Energy Facility (up to 300MW) and associated infrastructure,
located near Verkykerskop in the Free State Province.

Date: Friday, 24 January, 2025



Beyond Heritage has been appointed to provide heritage specialist input as part of the ElA process as required
by section 24(4)b(iii) of NEMA and section 38(3) and 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of
1999 (NHRA).

The proposed development is located in an area of predominantly Very High palaeontological sensitivity along
with areas of Low and Moderate palaeontological sensitivity as per the SAHRIS PalaeoSensitivity map. Since
the development is located in an area of Very High palaeontological sensitivity a field-based PIA is required.  

Kraljevi?, L. 2024. Heritage Scoping Report for the proposed Groothoek Wind Energy Facility, Free State
Province.

Heritage resources in the study area consist of structures and ruins older than 60 years, and burial sites. The
larger region around Verkykerskop is characterised by Later Iron Age stone walled sites likely an indicator of
Batlokwa and Basia occupation. The author recommends that a field-based Heritage Impact Assessment
(HIA) of the final impact areas.

Interim Comment

The SAHRA Development Applications Unit (DAU) notes the submitted Heritage Scoping Report. 

The SAHRA DAU requests that an assessment of the impact to heritage resources that complies with section
38(3) of the NHRA as required by section 38(8) of the NHRA must be conducted as part of the EA process.
The HIA must include an archaeological component. 

The field-based archaeological component of the HIA must be conducted by a qualified archaeologist and
must comply with the SAHRA 2007 Minimum Standards: Archaeological and Palaeontological Components of
Impact Assessment Reports (see www.asapa.co.za or www.aphp.org.za for a list of qualified archaeologists).
The Minimum Standards refer to a Letter of Recommendation for Exemption for further studies should the
specialist deem it appropriate. SAHRA reserves the right to insist on a field-based assessment should the
Letter of Recommendation not provide ample information to make an informed comment.

Any other heritage resources as defined in section 3 of the NHRA that may be impacted, such as built
structures over 60 years old, sites of cultural significance associated with oral histories, burial grounds and
graves, graves of victims of conflict, and cultural landscapes or viewscapes must also be assessed.

Groothoek Wind Energy Facility (up to 300MW) and associated infrastructure,
located near Verkykerskop in the Free State Province.

Date: Friday, 24 January, 2025



Since the development is located in an area of Very High palaeontological sensitivity a field-based PIA is
required. The assessment must be undertaken by a qualified palaeontologist and the report must comply with
the 2012 Minimum Standards: Palaeontological Components of Heritage Impact Assessments. 

Further comments will be issued upon the submission of the draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR), a field-
based Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) and Palaeontological Impact Assessment (PIA).

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________
Stephen van der Heever
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

 
________________________________________
Natasha Higgitt
Manager: Development Applications Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

Groothoek Wind Energy Facility (up to 300MW) and associated infrastructure,
located near Verkykerskop in the Free State Province.

Date: Friday, 24 January, 2025



 

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: https://sahris.org.za/node/356206
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