
Environmental Impact Assessment   



Lighting plays an important role in allowing all types of 
activities to be undertaken at night; be it to provide a safe 
working environment, support sporting activities, forming 
security measures or supporting the 24 hour economy. 

However, where the lighting is poorly designed or installed 
then it could be defined as being prejudicial to health 
or a nuisance under the Clean Neighbourhood’s and 
Environmental Act 2005. Our Lighting and Environmental 
Specialists are fully conversant with NPPF (National 
Planning Policy Framework) and UK Government Guidance 
and Policy. 

Our Lighting and Environmental Specialists are 
experienced in assessing lighting designs and installation 
designs against best practice guidelines and standards; 
including those produced by the Institution of Lighting 
Professionals (ILP) and by the International Commission on 
Illumination (CIE). 

Working with Planners and Environmental Health Officers, 
we carry out desk top lighting impact modelling and 
site studies for planning applications involving exterior 
lighting. Our Lighting Engineers also regularly carry out 
exterior lighting photometry surveys on behalf of clients. 
The surveys measure the performance of all types of 
installations. Our team of experienced Engineers are well 
placed to formulate lighting strategies for Clients to make 
best use of current lighting technology and formulate 
effective mitigation plans.

Environmental Impact Assessments  
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Performance Measurements 

Photometric surveys measure the performance of a 
variety of lighting installations in accordance with 
current guidance and standards. The measurement and 
assessment can be applied to:

• Existing installations where highway engineers are 
considering introducing traffic calming features. 

• Existing installations to determine if they comply with 
required standards or if lighting improvements or 
further mitigation measures are necessary. 

• New installations ensuring they meet the original 
design criteria, such as TR28 measurements; 

• Measuring existing ambient lighting baseline 
conditions in accordance with ILP PLG04 for 
environmental zoning purposes.

• Obtrusive or nuisance lighting issues in regard to new 
or existing lighting installations. 

•  Capturing night time imagery to demonstrate sky 
glow, glare and visual intrusion aspects of lighting. 
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Photometric surveys are conducted to investigate nuisance 
light issues, environmental baseline and lighting installation 
performance checks to ensure design parameters are being 
achieved.

Measurements are taken in both luminance and illuminance 
readings according to the type of assessment being 
undertaken.

On-Site Measurements
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Our Engineers use a range of instruments including luminance 
and illuminance meters. All instruments are calibrated to 
national standards and to manufacturers recommendations to 
ensure compliance and accuracy.
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Calibrated Instruments 



Detailed reports are produced following the completion of 
site surveys. Reports are tailored depending on the type of 
survey undertaken, but in general compare the installations 
actual performance requirement and where necessary, 
recommendations for improvements and/or suitable 
mitigation measures are outlined to ensure any existing or 
proposed lighting installation minimises its effects on the 
surrounding environment; whilst maintaining a suitable 
level of illumination to ensure safe operation of working 
tasks or to promote a sense of safety and well-being in 
residential or amenity areas.

All studies and investigations are supported by 
comprehensive report detailing including;

• Assessing the Environmental Zone of the area of study 
and the immediate surrounding area.
• Defining lighting parameters, guidance and standards.
• Assessing and mitigating the impact of artificial light on 
the surrounding environment.
• Assessing effects/impact on Flora and Fauna.
• Outlining recommendations for nuisance resolutions, 
such as suitable mitigation measures, where appropriate 
and applicable. 

All members of the team undertaking lighting assessments 
are qualified lighting designers or environmental specialists 
who are fully conversant with the requirements of light 
control and operations of the measurement instruments.

Environmental Impact Assessments/ 
Reports/ Strategies   
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